
 
Join St. Michael's Catholic Church

on a Pilgrimage to

ITALY 
NOVEMBER 6-16, 2023
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St. Peter's Basilica Colosseum Monte Sant'AngeloMonte Cassino

PILGRIMAGE LEADER:
Fr. Michael Dion, 
Spiritual Director

http://www.ctscentral.net


$4,499
 -$100
 -$150
$4,249

Price per person after May 6, 2023
(double occupancy)
Book by May 6, 2023

Discount for total payment by check

Early booking & check discount price 
(double occupancy)

READY TO SEE THE WORLD?
LEARN MORE & BOOK NOW BY VISITING: 

https://booking.ctscentral.net/trip/book?tripcode=65975&groupcode=17732

Q U E S T I O N S ?  VIS IT  C T S C E N T R A L . N E T  TO BROWSE OUR F A Q ’ S  OR CALL 
866 .468 . 1420 TO SPEAK TO A RESERVAT IONS SPECIAL IST . 

ITINERARY
DAY 1: NOVEMBER 6, 2023  •  DEPART FOR ROME

Make your way to your local airport, where you will board your overnight flight(s). Your meals will be served on board. 

DAY 2: NOVEMBER 7, 2023 | Arrival in Rome – Pietrelcina | San Giovanni Rotondo    
Upon arrival in Rome airport, we will meet our guide and enjoy our first glimpse of the Italian countryside as we drive to the town of Pietrelcina, birthplace of St. Pio. After 

free time for lunch, we will enjoy a guided tour of the quaint town where we will hear of the early years of Francesco Forgione and how he overcame many obstacles in order 
to fulfil his dream of becoming “a monk with a beard.” We will visit the Forgione family home where baby Francesco was born and the Church of Sant ‘Anna where he was 
baptized. In the Church of the Holy Family, we will celebrate the opening Mass of our pilgrimage and afterwards, in nearby Piana Romana will visit the Chapel of St. Francis 

where we will have time for prayer before the tree beneath which Padre Pio received the first signs of the stigmata. We will continue our drive to San Giovanni Rotondo, 
home to Padre Pio for over fifty years. Arriving at our hotel, we will check into our rooms and have a group dinner. Overnight in San Giovanni Rotondo (1).

Itinerary is tentative and all Masses are pending availability and final confirmation

   =  BREAKFAST   |      =  DINNER

DAY 3: NOVEMBER 8, 2023 | San Giovanni Rotondo    
This morning we will celebrate Mass in the ancient Church of Our Lady of Grace where Padre Pio spent many hours each day hearing confessions, and afterwards in the 

English Office will receive a blessing with the glove and crucifix used by the capuchin friar. After lunch on own, we will walk in the footsteps of Padre Pio during his time in San 
Giovanni Rotondo. Visiting the capuchin friary will allow us to learn more about the “poor friar who prays” as he often described himself. Here we will have the opportunity to 
see the cell once occupied by the humble friar and the crucifix before which he received the stigmata. Our day will conclude with a visit to the Church of St. Pio of Pietrelcina 

where we will have time for private prayer before the mortal remains of the great saint of our time. Group dinner and overnight in San Giovanni Rotondo (2).

DAY 4: NOVEMBER 9, 2023 | San Giovanni Rotondo | Monte Sant’Angelo | San Marco in Lamis    
After breakfast, we drive to the town of Monte Sant’Angelo we will hear of the apparitions of the Archangel Michael before we celebrate Mass. Afterwards, we will enjoy a 

stroll through this unique town with its cobbled streets and quaint, white-washed houses. In the afternoon we will drive to the nearby St. Matthew’s monastery and receive a 
blessing with the relic of St. Matthew and Holy Oil. Before returning to our hotel, we will stop at the cemetery in San Giovanni Rotondo and have time for prayer at the tombs 

of Fr. Alessio and Fr. Joseph Pius and visit the chapel where the parents of Padre Pio and Mary Pyle are entombed. Dinner on your own and overnight in San Giovanni 
Rotondo (3).

DAY 5: NOVEMBER 10, 2023 | San Giovanni Rotondo | Monte Cassino | Rome 
Following breakfast, you will board your bus to enjoy the scenic route to Monte Cassino. Passing through the Roman countryside that is known for its villas and vineyards. 

During the bus ride, your tour escort will share interesting information regarding the spiritual, historical, and cultural aspects of Italy. Monte Cassino, the principal monastery 
of the Benedictine Order, was founded by Saint Benedict around 530 A.D. Celebrate Mass. Following the tour, there will be an opportunity to visit the gift shop, before you 

board the bus to continue toward Rome. Group dinner and overnight in Rome (1).

DAY 6: NOVEMBER 11, 2023 | Rome | Vatican Museums/Sistine Chapel  
This morning, you will enjoy an early breakfast before making your way to the largest church in Christendom, St. Peter's Basilica. Celebrate Mass. This Basilica was built on the 

site where St. Peter, the first Pope and Bishop of Rome, was martyred. Also, it was Our Holy Father, Pope Francis, who was the first Pontiff to visit the necropolis since 
extensive archaeological excavations were conducted at the ancient site decades ago. It is here that you will view Michelangelo's Pieta. This stunning marble sculpture 

depicts the Virgin Mary holding Christ after His crucifixion, death, and removal off the cross before being placed in the tomb. Continue to proceed to the Vatican Museums. 
At the world-renowned museum, you will see the most impressive of edifices, galleries, and awe-inspiring relics. Additionally, you will observe the Tapestry Gallery, Raphael 

Rooms, Sistine Chapel, and Michelangelo's Masterpiece, the restored mural of the Last Judgment. The final stop on your Vatican tour is at the tomb of Saint John Paul II. 
Tour as well the Scavi (underground tunnels beneath the Vatican) (subject to be confirmed). Balance of the day at leisure. Group dinner this evening and overnight in Rome 

(2).

DAY 7: NOVEMBER 12, 2023 | Rome | Sunday Mass/Angelus | Evening Vespers  
This morning attend Sunday Mass at St. Peter’s Basilica and remain in St. Peter’s Square for the Holy Father’s Angeles. The balance of the afternoon is leisure time. Lunch and 

an early dinner on your own. This evening visit the North American College (PNAC) and participate in Vespers with the seminary community. (subject to client arrangement) 
Overnight in Rome (3).

DAY 8: NOVEMBER 13, 2023 | Day Excursion | Orvieto  
This morning depart for the lovely Etruscan town of Orvieto in Umbria. Take a guided tour to see the church and learn about the Eucharistic Miracle of Corpus Christi. Also 
see the famous cycle of frescoes by Signorelli.Orvieto is famous for its ambiance highlighted by cobblestone streets, fantastic pottery, world famous wine and Italy’s most 

famous mosaic façade on its Doumo. Celebrate Mass at the Duomo. Return to Rome in the late afternoon. Group dinner and overnight in Rome (4).

DAY 9: NOVEMBER 14, 2023 | Rome | Catacombs  
This morning celebrate Mass at Santa Maria Sopra Minerva. After Mass, we will spend the balance of the morning visiting St Callixtus Catacombs. This afternoon escape 

the crowds at Rome’s blockbuster sights and discover the lesser-known artistic treasures in the Chiesa di Sant'Ignazio di Loyola and Chiesa del Gesù with your guide. 
Admire masterpieces like the three-dimensional trompe l'oeil dome and tomb of St. Ignatius by Jesuit artist Andrea Pozzo in two of the most important Jesuit churches in 

the world while learning about the history of the order and its premier artist. Evening at your leisure. Dinner on your own. Overnight in Rome (5).

DAY 10: NOVEMBER 15, 2023 | Rome | Christian Rome Tour  
This morning embark on a Christian Rome Tour, including St. Mary Major, St. Paul Outside the Walls, and St. John in Lateran, which is the Cathedral of Rome. Celebrate 

Mass. Then see the Holy Steps climbed by Christ in Jerusalem, and the Basilica of the Holy Cross where some of Christianity's most important relics are housed, including 
a piece of the True Cross, thorn and nails. Farewell dinner at a local restaurant and overnight in Rome (6).

DAY 11: NOVEMBER 16, 2023 | Departure 
Morning transfer to Rome Fiumicino airport for return flight back home.

http://www.ctscentral.net
http://www.ctscentral.net/faq
https://booking.ctscentral.net/trip/book?tripcode=65975&groupcode=17732


B Y REGISTERING FOR THIS TOUR YOU UNDERS TA N D A N D A GRE E  TO CORP ORA TE  TRA VE L’S TE RM S & CONDITIONS 
(HTTPS://WWW.CTSCENTRAL.NET/STANDARD-TERMS-AND-CONDITIONS/) AND ACCEPT OUR CORPORATE TRAVEL  LIABILITY RELEASE 

( H T T P S : / / W W W . C T S C E N T R A L . N E T / L I A B I L I T Y - R E L E A S E / )

TRIP ID:  65975    |    GROUP ID: 17732

SINGLE SUPPLEMENT

+ $1,000

PRICE STARTING AT

$4,249
per person 

double occupancy
includes check and early booking discounts

• Round trip scheduled commercial economy air from Seattle. WA (SEA)
to Rome, Italy (FCO) (including fuel surcharges and government-
imposed fees of $300 as of November 2022; final amount subject to
change)

• 9 nights’ accommodations at 4-star hotels
o 3 nights in San Giovanni Rotondo
o 6 nights in Rome

• Continental breakfast daily
• 6 dinners, including a Welcome and Farewell Dinner with wine
• Luxury motor coach for airport transfers in Italy and specified

sightseeing
• Local, Catholic tour manager while in Italy
• CTS Tour manager from the USA
• Local guides according to the itinerary
• Sightseeing and entrance fees according to the itinerary
• Arrangements of daily Mass including donations in unique and

historical churches (all locations are tentative and subject to
confirmation)

• Hotel & city taxes and porterage for 1 piece of luggage
• Gratuities payable to escort, guides, and drivers
• Whisper sets

TOUR INCLUSIONS:

• Airport transfers for travelers not on group flights
• Meals not specifically identified
• Beverages with meals unless specified
• Other personal expenses
• Travel Protection

YOUR TOUR DOES NOT INCLUDE:
ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS? 

REVIEW OUR FAQ’S

LEARN MORE & BOOK ONLINE: https://booking.ctscentral.net/trip/book?tripcode=65975&groupcode=17732

• Deposit: $350 per person due upon registration
• Second Payment: $1,250 additional due 150 days prior to departure June 9, 2023
• Final Payment: Balance due on or before 90 days prior to departure August 8, 2023
All payments are non-refundable, and subject to CTS Terms and Conditions including the CTS Liability Release. All cancellations must be 
received in writing. Penalties will be determined according to postmark date, or date of the fax or email sent by the canceling passenger.

PAYMENT & CANCELLATION TERMS:

LAND ONLY REDUCTION

- $1,200
TRAVEL PROTECTION:

 CANCEL FOR ANY REASON 
(“CFAR”) TRAVEL PROTECTION 

IS HIGHLY RECOMMENDED        
SEE TRAVEL INSURED LINK:

HTTP://WWW.TRAVELINSURED.COM/ 
AGENCY?AGENCY=47907&P=CTS21

GROUP TRAVEL PROTECTION NOT 
AVAILABLE FOR RESIDENTS OF  

NEW YORK STATE

https://www.ctscentral.net/standard-terms-and-conditions/
https://www.ctscentral.net/liability-release/
http://www.ctscentral.net/faq
http://www.travelinsured.com/
agency?agency=47907&p=CTS21
http://www.travelinsured.com/
agency?agency=47907&p=CTS21
https://booking.ctscentral.net/trip/book?tripcode=65975&groupcode=17732


Consider your group tour our introduction. We want to build on that relationship. Whether you 
are looking to simply extend your current group tour or plan a completely customized itinerary 

for a destination you’ve always dreamed of experiencing, Exceptional Journeys by 
Corporate Travel is your bridge to the bespoke journey of a lifetime.

travel@exceptionaljourneys.net • 855-305-8982

FAITH & PILGRIMAGES  |  THEME CRUISES   |  EDUCATIONAL TOURS  |  PERFORMANCE & CULTURAL TOURS

Go outside
your boundaries...

EXCEPTIONAL JOURNEYS
B Y  C O R P O R A T E  T R A V E L

EXCEPTIONAL JOURNEYS
B Y  C O R P O R A T E  T R A V E L




